
Englwrit 112, Section 108 Unit 5: Writer’s Statement  Fleming 11/30/17 
 

The fifth unit in this course is the culmination of our semester writing together. 
The idea is to give you one final opportunity to develop your skills as a writer with yet 
another rhetorical challenge and to give you a chance to reflect on your writing overall 
this semester. The “Writer’s Statement” should be approximately 4-5 pp, typed, DS, and 
will be due during the final exam period, exactly one week after our last class meeting. 

The essay should do three things: tell a story about your work in this course; 
identify some salient characteristics of your writing as evidenced in your texts and oral 
presentation; and envision yourself as a writer in the future. I’ll leave it up to you how 
you structure and organize the paper. The questions and suggestions below are not 
meant to be a recipe; they are prompts to get you thinking reflectively, candidly, and 
intentionally about yourself as a writer and your work in this course. 

To begin, you’ll need to gather all your work for this class: all the generative 
writing, drafts, peer responses, cover sheets, etc. Read through all of this in the order in 
which it was written, taking notes on what you notice about your work. Now, try to tell 
the story of your work this semester. What kind of narrative can you tell?  How did 
your writing change over the semester? How did your writing process change? How 
did you change as a writer? What were some of the more interesting moments of the 
semester for you, as a writer, as reflected in those portfolios? What did you learn about 
writing itself, about you as a writer, about the nature of these kinds of writing projects? 

Now, look at the final papers (Inquiring into Self, Interacting with Texts, and 
Adding to a Conversation) and recall your Unit 4 Oral Presentation. What are you most 
proud of in those artifacts and performances? What disappoints you? Talk about the 
writing itself: What are some of your favorite passages? What are some of your least 
favorite? How does your writing change according to the rhetorical challenges of the 
different assignments? How does the relationship between subject matter and text 
change? What do you learn about college writing by looking at these different 
texts/performances? 

Finally, I’d like for you to think about your future as a writer. What have you 
learned about yourself this semester that might inform your future writing life? What 
kinds of writing do you imagine you’ll be doing in your major and, later, your career? 
What are your hopes and anxieties about that writing? Do you think your work this 
semester prepared you for that future? How or how not? In what ways might you still 
need to grow as a writer to meet those imagined future challenges? What specific steps 
can you take to do so? 
 

The main due dates of the unit will be the following: 
 
Dec. 12: read the three Writer’s Statements in the Student Writing Anthology (pp. 

114-129) and be prepared to discuss in class; also, bring to class all four 
portfolios completed so far and be prepared to look back over it all, noticing 
moments, patterns, and changes over time. 

Dec. 12-19: draft your Writer’s Statement; share with at least one other critical 
reader; revise; proofread and copy-edit! 

By Dec. 19, 1:00 pm: submit your final Writer’s Statement to me at 
dfleming@english.umass.edu as an attachment, preferably in Word or PDF. I 
will confirm that I can open the document. 


